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§ 150.30 Proposing an amendment to 
the operations manual. 

(a) The licensee may propose an 
amendment to the operations manual: 

(1) By submitting, in writing, the 
amendment and reasons for the amend-
ments to the Captain of the Port 
(COTP) not less than 30 days before the 
requested effective date of the amend-
ment; or 

(2) If the amendment is needed imme-
diately, by submitting the amendment, 
and reasons why the amendment is 
needed immediately, to the COTP in 
writing. 

(b) The COTP must respond to a pro-
posed amendment by notifying the li-
censee, in writing, before the requested 
date of the amendment whether the re-
quest is approved. If the request is dis-
approved, the COTP must include the 
reasons for disapproval in the notice. If 
the request is for an immediate amend-
ment, the COTP must respond as soon 
as possible. 

§ 150.35 How may an adjacent coastal 
State request an amendment to the 
operations manual? 

(a) An adjacent coastal State con-
nected by pipeline to the deepwater 
port may petition the cognizant Cap-
tain of the Port (COTP) to amend the 
operations manual. The petition must 
include sufficient information to allow 
the COTP to reach a decision con-
cerning the proposed amendment. 

(b) After the COTP receives a peti-
tion, the COTP requests comments 
from the licensee. 

(c) After reviewing the petition and 
comments, and considering the costs 
and benefits involved, the COTP may 
approve the petition if the proposed 
amendment will provide equivalent or 
improved protection and safety. The 
adjacent coastal State may petition 
the Commandant (CG–5) to review the 
decision of the COTP. Petitions must 
be made in writing and presented to 
the COTP for forwarding to the Com-
mandant (CG–5) via the District Com-
mander. 

§ 150.40 Deviating from the operations 
manual. 

If, because of a particular situation, 
the licensee needs to deviate from the 
operations manual, the licensee must 

submit a written request to the Cap-
tain of the Port (COTP) explaining why 
the deviation is necessary and what al-
ternative is proposed. If the COTP de-
termines that the deviation would en-
sure equivalent or greater protection 
and safety, the COTP authorizes the 
deviation and notifies the licensee in 
writing. 

§ 150.45 Emergency deviation from 
this subchapter or the operations 
manual. 

In an emergency, any person may de-
viate from any requirement in this sub-
chapter, or any procedure in the oper-
ations manual, to ensure the safety of 
life, property, or the environment. 
Each deviation must be reported to the 
Captain of the Port at the earliest pos-
sible time. 

§ 150.50 What are the requirements for 
a facility spill response plan? 

(a) Each deepwater port which meets 
the applicability requirements of part 
154 subpart F of this chapter must have 
a facility response plan that is ap-
proved by the Captain of the Port 
(COTP). 

(b) Each natural gas deepwater port 
must have a natural gas facility emer-
gency plan that meets part 127, subpart 
B of this chapter. 

(c) The response plan must be sub-
mitted to the COTP, in writing, not 
less than 60 days before the deepwater 
port begins operation. 

Subpart B—Inspections 

§ 150.100 What are the requirements 
for inspecting deepwater ports? 

Under the direction of the Officer in 
Charge of Marine Inspection (OCMI), 
marine inspectors may inspect deep-
water ports to determine whether the 
requirements of this subchapter are 
met. A marine inspector may conduct 
an inspection, with or without advance 
notice, at any time the OCMI deems 
necessary. 

§ 150.105 What are the requirements 
for annual self-inspection? 

(a) The owner or operator of each 
manned deepwater port must ensure 
that the port is regularly inspected to 
determine whether the facility is in 
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